
  

 

An Orphan’s Bright Star 

501(c)(3) Non-Profit 

431 Biscayne Blvd 

El Lago, Texas 77586 

 

 

Web Site: 

www.orphansbrightstar.org 

 
Donations:  
Address for a donation check:  
An Orphan's Bright Star  
431 Biscayne Boulevard  
El Lago, Texas 77586  
 
If you prefer PayPal :  
www.orphansbrightstar.org/don
ations.html  
 
An Orphan’s Bright Star also 
accepts MasterCard and VISA 
donations.  Contact Mindi, 
mindi@orphansbrightstar.org for 
more information.   
 
 
Yahoo Group: 

Join our Yahoo group!  This is a 
great way to get news as it 
happens, stay informed, get 
involved & meet other 
supporters.  Messages can be 
searched by key words. 
http://groups.yahoo.com/grou
p/OrphansBrightStar/ 

 

News Blog: 

http://orphansbrightstar.blog-
city.com 

mindi@orphansbrightstar.org  
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Spring has finally sprung which means 
there was ground breaking for the 
playground equipment.  You must see 
the photos!  Mindi had tears in her 
eyes when she sent them to our yahoo 
group as soon as she received them.  
The playgrounds mean so much! 

This issue includes Carolyn’s Spotlight 
on a Star.  Read on to see our 
featured Star Student!   

Many projects are underway, but I’ve 
included only a sampling.  As we get 
more info & photos we will put them in 
future newsletters.  For example, the 
sorority sisters at Mindi’s alma mater 
had their annual Dorm Storm.  Dana 
Thompson & his students donated 
several HUGE boxes of craft and 
sewing supplies to the girls at Nova 
Borova, PLUS 60 new coats which are 
on the way to the girls for the 
upcoming winter.  Many thanks to you 
Dana for your warm heart & getting 
others involved!  A photo of some of 
these precious girls is at right. 

Spring also means new graduates from 
our Internats with the Vocational 
Education Programs.  The 2009 grads 

 

can see with their own eyes the 
successful experience of previous 
grads, so are eager to have their own 
sponsors.  These new introduction 
letters are available now to view!  
Please consider sponsorship—the 
rewards are endless for the student 
AND you! 

Mindi has secured a fantastic spot at 
Haak Winery, Sante Fe, Texas on 
Saturday, October 3, 2009 for the 
Annual OBS Fundraiser.  Their web site 
is http://www.haakwine.com/   

Even if you do not live in the area, 
there are still opportunities to get 
involved.  Mindi can find a job to 
match your interest and talents!  If you 
are an artist, crafty, or have 
collectibles, please consider donating 
an item to the silent auction!  If you 
have limited talent, hit up your friends 
that have talent!  Or, help solicit silent 
auction items from national 
companies (Mindi has a list of places 
already contacted so we are not 
contacting the same places over &
over).  Help get the word OUT!   

 

                                               

Current Projects 
 • Svalyava Quarantine Room 
• 10 x 10 Initiative 
• Dorm Storm 
• Vocational Education Project--Poltava 
• Vocational Education Project--Green Forest Internat 
• Nova Borova Commercial Dryer Project  
• Sports equipment for Green Forest Internat—COMPLETE! 
 
Look on our website at www.orphansbrightstar.org for more information, 
updates, Orphanage Needs, & a list of our Completed Projects. 
 



      

              
            Mama Natasha with graduates 
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Work in Progress 

Vocational Education Program 

 

Some highlights from a letter about Green Forest Internat Vocational 
Education Program:  http://orphansbrightstar.blog-
city.com/green_forest_internat_vocational_training_program.htm 
 
“…For a Ukrainian orphan, graduating and aging out of an Internat 
(orphanage/boarding school) with a very weak 9th grade education, 
prospects range from “dismal” to “early death.”  Their only chance is to 
go to vocational education training for 2 years and learn a skill.  After the 
very successful pilot project of sponsorship of 2008 grads, we now have 10 
new hopeful grads who trust us to help them.   
… Information is still as it was, EXCEPT that the program is a PROVEN 
SUCCESS after the 2008 graduates have gone through this first year.  
Their sponsors have gotten letters and photos all year! 
These 10 grads already believe that they will have sponsors.  If we do not 
help, there will be no one that these kids can turn to!  You can literally give 
a teen A LIFE! 
WE MUST NOT LET THEM DOWN!   
Thanks, Natalie, Beatriz, and Anna”  
�

It is thrilling to hear the reports 
of how well this program is 
working!  Nearly 2 dozen 
graduates of 2008 have been 
helped this past school year.  
The reports show how 
sponsorship makes an impact
in the life of Ukrainian orphans 
facing the world.  Remember 
that anyone can send a card 
or note of encouragement to 
these students.   
Contact Carolyn &/or Natalie: 
cderipaska@earthlink.net 
natalie.dragstedt@gmail.com  
   

Excerpts from the February report: 
 
Natasha Gayduk is a caregiver & our contact at GFI.  She has known these grads for years.   
There are miraculous changes among the children & the adults too.  Some caregivers/teachers, who foresaw 
more problems than profits in the program, have now become helpers for Natasha.  “For the children it is a 
great source of self-regulation of their society:  by learning to use their own money, they are becoming more 
adult.  The most successful children won't let others who are not as careful, waste their money.  So this has 
formed a structure where there are no lost children.”  “A better connection exists between grads and their 
former caregiver/teachers.”  Also, there is a cohesiveness of the class of 2008.   
“Thanks very much to all of you, their sponsors, from Natasha and the children. I think she won't be able to call 
them children much longer!  Grateful and proud of our team, Natalie” 

Excerpts from the December report: 
 
"Natasha reported about previously received boxes for students…one was ABSOLUTELY SHOCKED, when he 
opened his parcel and have seen all treasure things, sent by the kind sponsors!!! 
All children are so happy, they are visiting Natasha with the great pleasure and Natasha can ask from them 
good behaviour and study.   And it obviously gives result: teachers from the technical school are calling to 
Natasha and report to her that sponsored children are changing in the better way!!!...Thanks OBS and your kind 
families!!!"   

A few words from Natalia Gayduk “Mama Natasha” in April: 
“Sponsored grads are changing before our eyes, they are 
coming more reasonable in using money.  Now they are not 
eager to buy anything at once - they are asking: ‘Mom, please 
keep it until the next wire, for using it for something really 
important!’  So, program is working!” 
One grad has used her money for a special dress in order that 
she might enter a singing competition.  She hopes her 
recognized talent may become a career or partial career in 
future.  Another has used some of her support to pay a dentist 
to replace her lost fillings, wisely understanding the long term 
benefit of that. 
Our sponsors have done a fabulous job, as have our grads!   
One more big thanks to all of you, great friends of Green Forest 
Internat!   
Sincerely, Natalie 
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Spotlight on a Star! 
Introducing: Viktor Sarancha! 

 

 

 

 

�

Viktor, “Vitya” asked that Anya, the contact in Ukraine, 
pass on this letter: 

Hello my dear friends. Thank you very much for supporting 

me. I am very glad that I have friends, like you are. 

I study for a tractor operator right now, this will take three 

years, and then I plan to go for an electrical-gas-welder, 

like I wanted before. 

This will give me two professions, and I think I will be able 

to find a job, and help my brothers, too! 

I am trying my best to study well, I do not skip classes, and 

try to listen to everything. 

…I sometimes go to the forest and pick up mushrooms, if 

we don't eat that many, I try to sell them.  

I hope that you will write me and tell about life there. I 

don't know how it is in your country. maybe you could 

send me some post-cards? Anya will pass them to me. I 

would really like to have something from America. 

this is all for now. 

best wishes, your friend from Ukraine, Viktor. 
�

�

Anya writes: 
“We bought him a sweater, sport 
pants, sneakers, socks, and also 
food!”…“different noodles, 
buckwheat, sugar, coffee, oil, 
cookies, etc” 
“On the photos you can see what 
clothes we bought for Vitya!”  
 

2008 Graduate from Potaky 

 

 

�

Info from his Introduction letter:  
 
Birth Date: 08/31/92 

I was born on the 31st of August, 1992. I dream 
to have a profession, I would like to become 
an electrical and gas welder and then to find 
a job after I leave the technical school. 
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Project Updates 

An Orphan’s Bright Star has been pursuing a place i n the 
National Better Business Bureau Wise Giving Allianc e.  One 
of the first steps is to register in all 50 states as a charity 
soliciting donations.  The paperwork in this proces s is 
extensive & has been going on for months.  Mindi ha s 
diligently been working at completing each state & getting 
help where needed.  Many thanks to you for sticking  with 
this & to all the others who were able to fill in t he gaps!  She 
has given us an explanation of the process & benefi ts: 

It is a requirement of the majority of states in the US that 
all charities register with their Secretary of State 
department prior to solicitation of donations from their 
residents.  They do this to protect the citizens within their 
jurisdiction from unscrupulous individuals who may 
acquire funds in the name of a fictitious charitable 
organization.   

Each state does things their own way and therefore 
requires different items for verification of a charity’s 
authenticity and integrity, but generally OBS supplied our 
official corporate organizational documentation and 
financial records to every state.  We will be required to 
provide financial information to the states each year.   

Effectively we will have not only the federal government, 
but also 50 Secretary of State Departments watching over 
our operations.  All of this done to reassure our donors we 
are doing the right thing in the just the right way. Another 
bonus is that all of our US members can feel free to solicit 
in their home states knowing that OBS has already secured 
the appropriate approvals!  It was a very large undertaking, 
but we successfully completed the registration process in 
November 2008.   

Mindi 

Registration in all 50 States—the last puzzle piece  is in place! 

  
 

At last the Shoe Project is COMPLETE!  What an 
accomplishment!  Thank you to so many caring donors  
& to those who organized fundraisers specifically f or this 
large project!  Thanks Steven Carr for the photo!  Many 
thanks to the amazing organization Buckner Shoes fo r 
Orphan Souls!  
http://shoesfororphansouls.org/index.shtml    
Nearly 1300 pairs  of shoes were collected, then 
shipped, & now have ARRIVED at the orphanages.  
Many pairs of socks were also sent.  Distribution w as as 
follows: 
Dnipropetrovsk Baby Orphanage  – 180 Children 
Kremenchuk Baby Orphanage  - 145 Children 
Svalyava Baby Orphanage  - 160 Children 
Mariupol Center of Hope Orphanage  – 250 Children 
Mariupol Little Sun Orphanage  – 100 Children 
Green Forest Internat  - 155 Children 
Nova Borova Orphanage  - 86 Children 
Teterevka Orphanage  - 85 Children 
Chinadievo Children's Home  - 125 Children 

Shoe Project 

 


