
  

 

An Orphan’s Bright Star 

501(c)(3) Non-Profit 

431 Biscayne Blvd 

El Lago, Texas 77586 

 

 

Web Site: 

www.orphansbrightstar.org 

 
Donations:  
Address for a donation check:  
An Orphan's Bright Star  
431 Biscayne Boulevard  
El Lago, Texas 77586  
 
If you prefer PayPal :  
www.orphansbrightstar.org/don
ations.html  
 
An Orphan’s Bright Star also 
accepts MasterCard and VISA 
donations.  Contact Mindi, 
mindi@orphansbrightstar.org for 
more information.   
 
 
Yahoo Group: 

Join our Yahoo group!  This is a 
great way to get news as it 
happens, stay informed, get 
involved & meet other 
supporters.  Messages can be 
searched by key words. 
http://groups.yahoo.com/grou
p/OrphansBrightStar/ 

 

News Blog: 

http://orphansbrightstar.blog-
city.com 

mindi@orphansbrightstar.org  
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Spring has finally sprung which means 
there was ground breaking for the 
playground equipment.  You must see 
the photos!  Mindi had tears in her 
eyes when she sent them to our yahoo 
group as soon as she received them.  
The playgrounds mean so much! 

This issue includes Carolyn’s Spotlight 
on a Star.  Read on to see our 
featured Star Student!   

Many projects are underway, but I’ve 
included only a sampling.  As we get 
more info & photos we will put them in 
future newsletters.  For example, the 
sorority sisters at Mindi’s alma mater 
had their annual Dorm Storm.  Dana 
Thompson & his students donated 
several HUGE boxes of craft and 
sewing supplies to the girls at Nova 
Borova, PLUS 60 new coats which are 
on the way to the girls for the 
upcoming winter.  Many thanks to you 
Dana for your warm heart & getting 
others involved!  A photo of some of 
these precious girls is at right. 

Spring also means new graduates from 
our Internats with the Vocational 
Education Programs.  The 2009 grads 

 

can see with their own eyes the 
successful experience of previous 
grads, so are eager to have their own 
sponsors.  These new introduction 
letters are available now to view!  
Please consider sponsorship—the 
rewards are endless for the student 
AND you! 

Mindi has secured a fantastic spot at 
Haak Winery, Sante Fe, Texas on 
Saturday, October 3, 2009 for the 
Annual OBS Fundraiser.  Their web site 
is http://www.haakwine.com/   

Even if you do not live in the area, 
there are still opportunities to get 
involved.  Mindi can find a job to 
match your interest and talents!  If you 
are an artist, crafty, or have 
collectibles, please consider donating 
an item to the silent auction!  If you 
have limited talent, hit up your friends 
that have talent!  Or, help solicit silent 
auction items from national 
companies (Mindi has a list of places 
already contacted so we are not 
contacting the same places over &
over).  Help get the word OUT!   

 

                                               

Current Projects 
 • Svalyava Quarantine Room 
• 10 x 10 Initiative 
• Dorm Storm 
• Vocational Education Project--Poltava 
• Vocational Education Project--Green Forest Internat 
• Nova Borova Commercial Dryer Project  
• Sports equipment for Green Forest Internat—COMPLETE! 
 
Look on our website at www.orphansbrightstar.org for more information, 
updates, Orphanage Needs, & a list of our Completed Projects. 
 



      

              
            Mama Natasha with graduates 
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Work in Progress 
Vocational Education Program 

 

Some highlights from a letter about Green Forest In ternat Vocational 
Education Program:  http://orphansbrightstar.blog-
city.com/green_forest_internat_vocational_training_ program.htm  
 
“…For a Ukrainian orphan, graduating and aging out of an Internat 
(orphanage/boarding school) with a very weak 9 th grade education, 
prospects range from “dismal” to “early death.”  Th eir only chance is to 
go to vocational education training for 2 years and  learn a skill.  After the 
very successful pilot project of sponsorship of 200 8 grads, we now have 10 
new hopeful grads who trust us to help them.   
… Information is still as it was, EXCEPT that the p rogram is a PROVEN 
SUCCESS after the 2008 graduates have gone through this first year.  
Their sponsors have gotten letters and photos all y ear!  
These 10 grads already believe that they will have sponsors.  If we do not 
help, there will be no one  that these kids can turn to!  You can literally give 
a teen A LIFE! 
WE MUST NOT LET THEM DOWN!   
Thanks, Natalie, Beatriz, and Anna”  
�

It is thrilling  to hear the reports 
of how well this program is 
working!  Nearly 2 dozen 
graduates of 2008 have been 
helped this past school year.  
The reports show ho w 
sponsorship makes an impact
in the life of Ukrainian orphans 
facing the world.  Remember 
that anyone can send a card 
or note of encouragement to 
these students.   
Contact Carolyn &/or Natalie: 
cderipaska@earthlink.net  
natalie.dragstedt@gmail.com   
   

Excerpts from the February report: 
 
Natasha Gayduk is a caregiver & our contact at GFI.   She has known these grads for years.   
There are miraculous changes among the children & t he adults too.  Some caregivers/teachers, who fores aw 
more problems than profits in the program, have now  become helpers for Natasha.  “For the children it is a 
great source of self-regulation of their society:  by learning to use their own money, they are becomi ng more 
adult.  The most successful children won't let othe rs who are not as careful, waste their money.  So t his has 
formed a structure where there are no lost children .”  “A better connection exists between grads and t heir 
former caregiver/teachers.”  Also, there is a cohes iveness of the class of 2008.   
“Thanks very much to all of you, their sponsors, fr om Natasha and the children. I think she won't be a ble to call 
them children much longer!  Grateful and proud of o ur team, Natalie” 

Excerpts from the December report: 
 
"Natasha reported about previously received boxes f or students…one was ABSOLUTELY SHOCKED, when he 
opened his parcel and have seen all treasure things , sent by the kind sponsors!!! 
All children are so happy, they are visiting Natash a with the great pleasure and Natasha can ask from them 
good behaviour and study.   And it obviously gives result: teachers from the technical school are call ing to 
Natasha and report to her that sponsored children a re chan ging in the better way!!!...Thanks OBS and your kin d 
families!!!"   

A few words from Natalia Gayduk “Mama Natasha” in A pril: 
“Sponsored grads are changing before our eyes, they  are 
coming more reasonable in using money.  Now they ar e not 
eager to buy anything at once - they are asking: ‘ Mom, please 
keep it until the next wire, for using it for somet hing really 
important!’  So, program is working!”  
One grad has used her money for a special dress in order that 
she might enter a singing competition.  She hopes h er 
recognized talent may become a career or partial ca reer in 
future.  Another has used some of her support to pa y a dentist 
to replace her lost fillings, wisely understanding the long term 
benefit of that. 
Our sponsors have done a fabulous job, as have our grads!   
One m ore big thanks to all of you, great friends of Gree n Forest 
Internat!   
Sincerely, Natalie 
 


